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Fig. 2. Kernel density.
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Fig. 4. In-the-money option (K = 25200 as an example).
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Fig. 5. At-the-money option (K = 25800 as an example).
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Fig. 6. Out-of-the-money option (K = 26400 as an
example).
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Fig. 7. A comparison of the two models with maturity date
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Fig. 8. A comparison of the two models with maturity date
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Abstract

Under the background that stock index options urgently need launching in China, the research on stock
option pricing model has important theoretical and practical significance. In the traditional B-S-M model it is
assumed that the volatility remains unchanged, which differs tremendously from the market’s reality. When the
market fluctuates drastically, it is difficult to realize the risk management function of stock index options.
Although in the Heston model, as one of the traditional stochastic volatility option pricing models, the
correlation risk between the volatility and underlying price is taken into consideration, its pricing accuracy is
still to be improved. From the quantum finance perspective, in this paper we use the Feynman path integral
method to explore a more practical stock index option pricing model.

In this paper, we construct a Feynman path integral pricing model of stock index options with stochastic
volatility by taking Hang Seng index option as the research object and Heston model as the control group. It is
found that the Feynman path integral pricing model is significantly superior to the Heston model either at
different strike prices on the same expiration date or at different expiration dates for the same strike price. The
stock index option pricing model constructed in this paper can give the numerical solution of Feynman's pricing
kernel, and directly realizes the forecast of stock index option price. The pricing accuracy is significantly
improved compared with the pricing accuracy given by the Heston model through using the characteristic
function method.

The remarkable advantages of Feynman path integral stock index option pricing model are as follows.
Firstly, the path integral has advantages in solving multivariate problems: the Feynman pricing kernel
represents all the information about pricing and can be easily expanded from one-dimensional to
multidimensional case, so the change of closing price of stock index and volatility of underlying index can be
taken into account simultaneously. Secondly, based on the relationship between the Feynman path generation
principle and the law of large number, the mean values of pricing kernel obtained by MATLAB not only
optimizes the calculation process, but also significantly improves the pricing accuracy. Feynman path integral is
the main method in quantum finance, and the research in this paper will provide reference for its further

application in the pricing of financial derivatives.
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