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Fig. 1. Assembly process diagram of HQ@PVA@ACNT composite redox-enhanced solid-state super capacitor device.
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Kl 2 (a) CONT (% SEM [&; (b) ACNT i) SEM & (PN % 47 181 S A A ik 49 0K & TEM #1); (c) DACNT il % i #2 & (d) 4w fm
F4: 31 Rk FL L (e) DACNT H9 SEM [ (f) B35 ACNT@PVA@HQ & A i SEM &

Fig. 2. (a) The SEM image of CCNT; (b) the SEM image of ACNT (insert: The TEM image of ACNT); (c) preparation process of
the DACNT; (d) comparison of the arrays before and after shrinkage; (e) the SEM image of the DACNT; (f) the SEM image of the

ACNT@PVA@HQ composite device.
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Fig. 3. Electrochemical performance test of ACNT@PVA@HQ composite devices at different concentrations: (a) Comparison of

CVs with different amounts of HQ addition under the same scan rate (20 mV/s); (b) area specific capacitance at different HQ con-

centrations; (c) GCD curves comparison diagram under the same current density (1.23 mA-cm ?); (d) alternating current impe-

dance spectrogram of the samples at different concentrations; (e) the diagram of equivalent circuit fitting model; (f) comparison of
Ragone plots between the devices of ACNT@PVA@HQ (0.1 mol/L) and ACNT@PVA.
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Fig. 4. Electrochemical performance test of the ACNT@PVA@HQ composite device at [HQ] = 0.1 mol/L: (a) CV curves at scan
rates from 5 mV/s to 50 mV/s; (b) GCD curves under different current densities (0.615-6.15 mA-cm 2); (c) relationship between
peak current and scan rates; (d) the proportion of capacitance contribution in composite device; (e) Nyquist plot at 0.01 Hz—

100 kHz; (f) cyclic performance (5000 cycles) during charging-discharging cycles.
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Fig. 5. Electrochemical test of CCNT@PVA@HQ, ACNT@PVA@HQ and DACNT@PVA@HQ composite devices:

(a) Compari-

son of GCD curves with 1 mA; (b) CVs comparison diagram at 20 mV/s; (c) relationship between area specific capacitance and cur-

rent densities; (d) comparison diagram of EIS; (e) Ragone plots of three kinds of composite device.
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Redox-enhanced solid-state supercapacitor based on
hydroquinone-containing gel electrolyte/
carbon nanotube arrays”
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(Jiangsu Key Laboratory of Thin Films, Center for Soft Condensed Matter Physics and Interdisciplinary Research, School of Physical

Science and Technology, Soochow University, Suzhou 215006, China)
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Abstract

By introducing redox active substances into electrolyte, the energy density can be effectively increased
without reducing the power density. Considering the influence of ionic conductivity and environmental safety,
we introduce the redox small molecule hydroquinone (HQ) into the PVA/H3PO, gel electrolyte, which then will
recombine with the carbon nanotube arrays (ACNT) possessing high specific surface area and vertical
orientation structure. The symmetrical “sandwich” type redox-enhanced solid-state super capacitor is then
designed and prepared. We systematically study the effects of oriented structure and pore space on the
electrochemical properties of the ACNT@PVA@HQ device and charge storage mechanism. With the addition of
hydroquinone (0.1%, mol%), the specific capacitance of ACNT@PVA@HQ composite device increases 6.4 times
compared with that of the ACNT@PVA, and maintains the extremely high rate performance and cyclic
stability. When the current density increases 10 times, the specific capacitance of the device still possesses 85%
of the original value. The energy storage mechanism is mainly ascribed to a diffusion-control behavior at a low
scan rate while it will change into a capacitive behavior at a high scan speed. Furthermore, we prepare highly
densified oriented carbon nanotube arrays (DACNT) by solvent evaporation, enhancing the mechanical stability
of carbon nanotube arrays and improving the specific capacitance and energy density of the devices. Compared
with the specific capacitance of ACNT and random carbon nanotube (CCNT), that of DACNT@PVA@HQ
device under the current density of 11.1 mA-cm? increases up to 385 mF-cm? (1674 mF-cm3), which is 6.6
times higher than that of the CCNT@PVA@HQ device and 18 times higher than that of the ACNT@PVA
device. The maximum energy density can finally reach as high as 0.06 mW-h-cm 2 (0.26 mW-h-cm3), which is
much better than those of many other reported CNTs-based devices. The oriented structure of the arrays
effectively shortens the ion migration path of the device, achieving a good rate performance and lower internal
resistance. This new type of redox-enhanced solid-state supercapacitor not only has excellent electrochemical
energy storage properties, but also meets the requirements for environmental protection and safety. This design
provides a new idea for developing the new energy devices in the future, which has a good prospect in practical

applications.

Keywords: carbon nanotube arrays, hydroquinone, solid state, flexible super-capacitor
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