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Fig. 1. Summarize of the stability and semiconductor properties of TMDF.
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Fig. 2. Basic structure diagram of TMDs different phases.
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Fig. 3. Phase transition methods of TMDs.
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Fig. 5. TMD phase transition induced by doping/alloying: (a), (b) The phase transition of MoTe, after doping part of nonmetallic
elements*%; (c), (d) the 2H-1T’ phase transition of MoS, induced by doping Cul*”); (e) the phase stability of the alloy was obtained

by mixing the transition metal with MoSe,, MoTe, and WTe,/*s.
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Fig. 6. TMD phase transition induced by intercalation and strain: (a) The relationship between the phase transition difficulty of
MoS, and the number of layersP”; (b) schematic diagram of ternary TMD phase transition induced by electrochemical method;
(c) STEM image and XPS spectrum of ternary TMD before and after phase transition; (d) electrical properties of 1T ternary
layered TMDI%); (e) mechanical tensile induced 2H-1T’ transformation of MoTe,®); (f) phase stability of MoX, TMD under va-
cancy and stretch conditions®; (g) irreversible phase transition of ternary TMD induced by stretching(™!l.
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Fig. 7. TMDs phase transition induced by thermal, laser and plasma treatment: (a) The relationship between MoTe, phase trans-

ition and temperature and Te concentration™); (b) schematic diagram of 1T-2H phase transition on the bulk 1T-TaS,[™; (c) select-

ive synthesis of 1T and 2H phases on NbSe,™; (d) schematic diagram of the phase transition by laser irradiation™); (e) schematic

diagram of laser-induced MoTe, phase transition®!; (f) optical properties of MoS, phase transition induced by Ar plasmal®;

(g) schematic diagram of MoTe, phase transition induced by soft plasma; (h) transfer characteristic curves of 2H and 1T’ MoTe,/®l.
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Fig. 8. TMDs phase transition induced by electric-field: (a) Relationship between MoTe, phase transition and gate voltage; (b) sch-

ematic diagram of TaSe, electric-field phase transition and its relationship with gate voltage’?; (c¢) schematic diagram of electrostat-

ic doping induced MoTe, phase transition; (d) Raman spectrum of MoTe, phase transition and relationship between the phase

transition and gate voltagel”; (e) phase transition of NbSe, induced by voltage pulses with an STM tip/®; (f) the 2H-2H, phase

transition of Mo, ,W Te, by applying electric field'!l.
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Abstract

Following traditional semiconductors such as silicon and GaAs, in recent years the two-dimensional
materials have attracted attention in the field of optoelectronic devices, thermoelectric devices and energy
storage and conversion due to their many peculiar properties. However, the normal two-dimensional materials
such as graphene, cannot be well used in the field of optoelectronics due to the lack of a band gap, and the
black phosphorus is also greatly limited in practical applications due to its instability in the air. The two-
dimensional transition metal dichalcogenides have attracted more attention due to the different atomic
structures, adjustable energy band and excellent photoelectric properties. There are different crystal phases in
transition metal dichalcogenides, some of which are stable in the ground state, and others are instable. Different
phases exhibit different characteristics, some of which have semiconductor properties and others have like metal
in property. These stable and metastable phases of transition metal dichalcogenides can be transformed into
each other under some conditions. In order to obtain these metastable phases, thereby modulating their
photoelectric performance and improving the mobility of the devices, it is essential to obtain a phase transition
method that enables the crystal phase transition of the transition metal dichalcogenides. In this article, first of
all, we summarize the different crystal structures of transition metal dichalcogenides and their electrical,
mechanical, and optical properties. Next, the eight phase transition methods of transition metal dichalcogenides
are listed, these being chemical vapor deposition, doping, ion intercalation, strain, high temperature thermal
treatment, laser inducing, plasma treatment, and electric field inducing. After that, the research progress of
these phase transition methods and their advantages and disadvantages are introduced. Finally, we sum up all
the phase transition methods mentioned in this article and then list some of the problems that have not been
solved so far. This review elaborates all of the presently existing different phase transition methods of transition
metal dichalcogenides in detail, which provides a good reference for studying the phase transition of transition
metal dichalcogenides in the future, the electrical performance regulated by different phases, and the

applications of memory devices and electrode manufacturing.

Keywords: two-dimensional transition metal dichalcogenides, crystal structure, phase transition method
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