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Fig. 1. (a) Base vector diagram of 17-Col,, where a; and a, are the base vectors, b; and b, are the reciprocal lattice vectors, G, M
and H are highly symmetric k-points of the first Brillouin zone; (b) a side view of the atomic structure of 17-Col, with a vacuum
layer. The blue and purple balls represent Co and I atoms, respectively; (c) the top view of the expanded 5 X 5 supercell, which is
used to describe the HBI and Kitaev interactions between Co atoms, centered on the Co atom in the middle, and the red numbers
indicate the neighboring positions of the Co atoms. Two coordinate systems are set: [XYZ] represents the Co—Co bond, the first,
second and third neighbor Co—Co bond on the triangular lattice are marked in the figure. Green, blue and yellow bonds indicate
the X, Y and Z bond, respectively. [zyz] represents three Co—I bond coordinate systems perpendicular to each other, where the

Co—I bonds represented by z, y and z are perpendicular to the plane where the Co—Co bonds of X, Y and Z are located, respect-

ively.
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Fig. 2. (a), (b) Band structure of the monolayer 17-Col,. The red and black lines in panel (a) indicate the spin-up and spin-down
bands, respectively. (c), (d) Density of states (DOS) maps of monolayer 17-Col,, where the red and black curves show the DOS of
Co and I atoms, respectively. In panel (c¢), positive and negative values indicate the DOS of the up and down spin, respectively; the
blue dashed line at energy 0 is the Fermi level; panel (d) is the DOS of Co and I calculated with SOC.
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Fig. 3. (a) Dispersion relation corresponding to Ep,(q) when only Iy = 1is considered; (b), (c¢) the corresponding Er,(q),

Er,(q) dispersion relations when only I = 1 and I3 = 1 are considered, respectively; (d)—(f) plots of Eg,(q), Ek,(q),

Ek,(q) dispersion relations corresponding to Kj, K5, and K3 taken as 1, respectively.
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Fig. 4. (a) Discrete points represent the calculated dispersion relation E (g) between the spin spiral energy of the 17-Col, system
and the wave vector ¢. Among them, N means that SOC is not considered, and S means only SOC; the black box Enys and the
red circle EN are calculated values, and the blue triangle Es is the difference between the two. The black, red and blue curves are
the corresponding fitting ones; H, G, M are special k points in the first Brillouin zone in Fig. 1(a). (b) The J value of the first to
eighth neighbors of the HBI in 17-Col,. (c¢) J, K, I" parameter points from the first neighbor to the third neighbor with SOC.
(d)-(g) Magnetic moment distribution diagrams of points H, G, M in the first Brillouin zone and the lowest point L in E (q) .
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Abstract

Kitaev interactions, which are bond-related anisotropic interactions induced by spin-orbit coupling (SOC),
may produce quantum spin liquid states in two-dimensional (2D) magnetic hexagonal lattices such as RuCls.
Generally, the strong SOCs in these materials come from heavy metal elements such as Ru in RuCls. In recent
years, some related studies have shown the presence of Kitaev effects in some 2D monolayers of ortho-
octahedral structures containing heavy ligand elements, such as CrGeTe; and CrSiTe;. However, there are
relatively few reports on the Kitaev interactions in 2D monolayer 17T structures. In this paper, we calculate and
analyse the atomic and electronic structures of 17-Col, and the Kitaev interactions contained therein by the
first-principles calculation program VASP. The structure of 17-Col, is a triangular lattice with an emphasis on
the coordinating element I. The energy dispersion relation FEs(q) = Ents(q) — En(q) for the contained Kitaev
action is isolated by calculating the energy dispersion relation Ex(q) for the spin-spiral of monolayer Col,
without SOC and the energy dispersion relation FEnys(q) considering SOC by using the generalized Bloch
condition combined with the spin-spiral method. The parameters of the Heisenberg exchange interaction
induced by the SOC are obtained by fitting the dispersion law of the Es(g) to the Kitaev exchange interaction
with the parameters of the Kitaev exchange interaction. The fitted curves obtained with the fitted parameters
are in good agreement with the calculated values, indicating the accuracy of our calculations. Calculated fits
show that the monolayer Col, is dominated by Heisenberg action, with the third nearest neighbour having the
largest absolute value of J at —1.81 meV. In addition to this, there are strong Kitaev interactions in the
monolayer Col,, where I} reaches 1.09 meV. We predict that the Kitaev interactions are universally applicable
to transition metal triangular lattices with 17 structure. It is shown that the Col, can be used as an alternative
material for Kitaev and lays a theoretical foundation for exploring Kitaev interactions in other 2D magnetic

materials.

Keywords: monolayer 17-Col,, first principle, two-dimensional magnetic materials, Kitaev interaction
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