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Fig. 1. Spatial distributions of the transverse electric field E, in the interactions of the hundreds-petawatt laser pulse with conical

plasma channels of different parameters at ¢ = 50T;. Here, the electric fields E, are normalized by mewyc/e. The black boxes in the

figures show the positions of the targets at the initial moment: (a), (c), (e) Plasma channels with fixed end opening radius r = 3 pm

and 6 are 5°, 10°, and 20°, respectively; (b), (d), (f) plasma channels with fixed § = 10° and r are 1, 5 and 8 pm, respectively.
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Fig. 2. Distributions of the transverse electric fields E, along y = 0 pm ((a), (b)) and radial distributions at the location of the max-

imum E, ((c), (d)) when the hundreds-petawatt laser pulse interacts with conical plasma channels of different parameters at ¢ =

50T;. Here, the electric fields E, are normalized by mewyc/e: (a), (c) Channels with fixed end opening radius r = 3 pm and 6 are 5°,

10°, and 20°, respectively; (b), (d) channels with fixed # = 10° and r are 1, 5 and 8 pm, respectively. For comparison, the black

lines in the figures represent the propagation of the laser pulses in vacuum.
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Fig. 3. Evolutions of the spatial distribution of the average energy of Au™+ ions for the channel target ((a), (b)) and the flat target

d), (e)). Here, the average energy of the ions is normalized by m,c?. Temporal evolutions of the energy spectra of Au™* ions
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(c) and the energy conversion efficiencies n from laser to all the particles, Au ions, electrons and gamma photons (f) for the channel

target and the flat target.
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Fig. 4. Spatial distribution of S, (the a-direction component of the Poynting vector) (a), (d), axial distribution of ion density n;,
electron density n,, and longitudinal electric field E, along y = 0 pm (b), (e) and electron energy spectrum (c), (f) for the channel
target (conical, (a)—(c) and the flat target (flat, (d)—(f)) at ¢ = 507T,. Here, the unit of S, is W/cm?, and the ion density n;, electron

density n,, and longitudinal electric field FE, are normalized by n,, Zn, and mwyc/ e, respectively.

165202-6


http://wulixb.iphy.ac.cn/CN/volumn/home.shtml#1
http://wulixb.iphy.ac.cn/CN/volumn/home.shtml#1
http://wulixb.iphy.ac.cn/CN/volumn/home.shtml#1
http://wulixb.iphy.ac.cn/CN/volumn/home.shtml#1
http://wulixb.iphy.ac.cn/CN/volumn/home.shtml#1
http://wulixb.iphy.ac.cn/CN/volumn/home.shtml#1
http://wulixb.iphy.ac.cn/CN/volumn/home.shtml#1
http://wulixb.iphy.ac.cn/CN/volumn/home.shtml#1
http://wulixb.iphy.ac.cn/CN/volumn/home.shtml#1
http://wulixb.iphy.ac.cn/CN/volumn/home.shtml#1

#) 32 2 3R Acta Phys. Sin. Vol. 73, No. 16 (2024) 165202

WA B sh 1R AEIR I — (2 /4mew?)V E2 () IEHLT B0 R A PR 4L R R AT R IR 2 2908
TR — (€2 /4mewd) cos(2wot) VE? () , L] FARFLTEOLEY 2 4%, Hom e TRORH 2, dEil
BRI, L RS R TR SR RSO b, $5 T TR A

Y, SRR BB T A AR M I, 785

FRRFRIEG R . [, Wy M TR 5 QED s 5 st ok R fn E 3 F

FBLA O£, THTS PRI, o s 4 3k 4 B
EHR RS, FL BT R LA B
YL E, (A — i, LSR8 1 1 1 FAR FCWOG DK 5 B T P HTE AP

TGRSO, PRI TN AE RS . 5] 4(c) A T, FRATRLIE T2 B iz g, NI i &
P A(f) HEB T RIS 22 PRI O A L T RESS o0 A1 . 38 QED RS L5 HIES 53l 12 B2

600 600
(a) 50T} (d) 507,
300 L 400 [
2 2
3 3
g 0 £ 200}
~ >
Y &)
L8 8
—300 b 0
- —Ww
~600 A ' e g0 L0 '
0 10 20 30 40 —20 —10 0 10 20
@/pm y/pm
1017 20
(b) 50T, (©) 60T, | ¥19°
1016 10 |
&
3 :
= 100 Ty~ 0.1078 GeV Z  or 4
= =
104 F —10
i '
1013 T : —20 , . ,
0 0.3 0.6 0.9 15 20 25 30 35
Energy/GeV
1017
(c) — t=50Ty
— t=60T,
— t =80T,
—— t=100T, ~
1015 Q
) b
< 3
~ v
Z g
© —
1013 S
10]1 ; T ll I n n
0 80 160 240 24 25 26 27 28
Energy/GeV z/pm

Bl 5 B (w) BIAEE (w/o) QED BN, 741 FLHOLIK w5 HE T 45 & 7 (R E A LAE I g = 0 pm i B AIRE IR HL3G B, (a) R
Fole RAANL B AR 10 5345 (d), HoP BB — AL E] mewoe/e. A% 1 QED RO I, 038 00 00 A9 H T RE T (b). Au™ 8 T REIE (c).
AuTES TR RE R O (e) MBS T wy LT EE 0, MY B 18 y = 0 i (B B34 (0. B T8 o B TEE n 4
3 B, P68 & 40 03— B n, Zng, mewyc/e Fl mc?

Fig. 5. With (w) and without (w/o) considering the QED effect, the distribution of the transverse electric field E, along y = 0 pm
(a) and radial distribution at the location of the maximum FE, (d) when the hundreds-petawatt laser pulse interacts with conical
channel target. Here, the electric field F, are normalized by mwyc/e. Without considering the QED effect, the electron spectrum
(b), Au™* ion spectrum (c), the distribution of the average energy of Au™* ion (e), and the distribution of ion density n;, electron
density n,, and longitudinal electric field E, along y = 0 pm (f). Here, the ion density n;, electron density n,, longitudinal electric

field E,, and the average energy of Au™* ion are normalized by n., Zn., mwyc/e and m,c?, respectively.
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Au™* ions and the axial length L of the conical plasma channel when considering the QED effect.
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Abstract

In this work, the effects of conical plasma channels on the laser pulses shaping and the heavy ion
acceleration under the extreme light field conditions of hundreds-petawatt are investigated by using a particle
simulation method. The law of influence of the conical plasma channel on the spatio-temporal waveform and
intensity of the incident laser is analyzed, when the quantum electrodynamics (QED) effect is taken into
account. The reason for the shaping laser-enhanced heavy ion acceleration is given, and the role of the QED
effect in the acceleration process is explained.

It is found that due to the non-linear interference and focusing effects, the conical plasma channel can
shape the spatio-temporal waveform of the laser pulse and enhance the laser intensity. A tightly focused (beam
waist radius < 1 pm) and ultra-high intensity (enhanced 6 times) shaping laser is obtained for a linearly
polarized laser with an intensity of 5.46x10?2 W/cm? and a waist radius of 10 pm at an incident angle of 6 =
10°. In the simulation, the conical plasma channel is filled by fully ionized high-Z gold plasma with an electron
density up to n, = 2626.5n,. Therefore most of the laser energy in the channel is reflected by the channel wall,
and the QED effect has less influence on laser focusing and shaping. This laser is used to accelerate an ultra-
thin flat target placed at the end of the channel. It is found that the radiation reaction force can effectively
suppress the transverse expansion of the ultra-thin flat target, caused by the electron heating and the transverse
non-uniform of the laser intensity. The transparency time of the ultra-thin flat target is prolonged, which will
allow the gold ions to be fully accelerated. Ultimately, the gold ions can reach up to about 240 GeV in cutoff
energy. These results are expected to provide theoretical reference and technical support for designing the future
experiments on hundreds-petawatt laser heavy ion acceleration and their applications in high-quality ion source,

such as nucleus-nucleus collisions.
Keywords: hundreds-petwatts laser pulses, conical plasma channel, pulse shaping, heavy ion acceleration
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