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Fig. 1. Isolines of 1% relative error about sound pressure for
plane wave expanded by the polynomial chaos in frequency-
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are 16451655 m/s and 0.55—0.65 dB/\, respectively.
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Table 1.  Hydrological conditions of Pekeris wave-
guide and acoustic source parameters.
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Fig. 2. Acoustic transmission loss at different horizontal
ranges with the depth of 100 m in Pekeris waveguide.

Circled points are partial local maximum points.
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with the depth of 100 m in Pekeris waveguide. Circled

points are partial local maximum points.
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Fig. 5. Sound speed profile used in the simulation case.
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Table 2. Average inversion errors under different signal

to noise ratios.
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0.10 0.05 0.03 0.02 0.01
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Table 3. Average inversion errors under different hori-
zontal distances.
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Fig. 6. Errors of geo-acoustic inversion results for (a) sound
speed, (b) attenuation and (c) ratio of density under different

truncated powers of polynomial chaos.
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Table 4.  Calculation time of geo-acoustic inversion using method of traversing and polynomial chaos expansion.
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Fig. 7. Geo-acoustic inversion results of sound speed of

seabed when the truncated power of polynomial chaos
N =1.
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Fig. 8. Geo-acoustic inversion results and its confidential in-
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Abstract

In order to improve the computational efficiency of algorithms while exploring the method to overcome the
ambiguity problems in underwater geo-acoustic inversion, we use the data of transmission losses at the
broadband sound frequencies and multiple propagating distances with the matrix of polynomial chaos expansion
coefficients of transmission losses to invert the speed (c), attenuation (a)) of compression sound wave and the
density ratio of seabed to seawater (p) in their prior searching intervals. When approximating the transmission
loss with the polynomial chaos expansion, the expansion coefficients are the functions of parameters including
sound frequency, source and hydrophone’s position while the polynomial bases are functions of the above geo-
acoustic parameters which are uniformly distributed in their respective intervals. The expansion coefficients are
calculated by embedding the orthogonal polynomial bases into the acoustic wide-angle parabolic equation
model. After that, the coefficients are deduced using the Galerkin projection and least angel regression. Under
the situations of low sound frequency, short or medium sound propagation distance and short or medium length
of intervals of geo-acoustic parameters, the polynomial chaos expansion can approximate the transmission losses
accurately with the relatively error less than 1%. In the simulation case, with the high signal to noise ratio and
the low errors of relative distances between source and receivers, the geo-acoustic parameters can be inverted
accurately when the appropriate truncated powers are chosen. And the time cost is reduced by at least an order

of magnitude compared with that of traversal grids searching procedure.

Keywords: geo-acoustic inversion, polynomial chaos expansion, acoustic wide-angle parabolic equation
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