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Fig. 1. Schematic drawing of external microbeam production device and measurement terminal, dashed box is external microbeam

measurement terminal.
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Fig. 2. Schematic drawing of the glass capillary, left is overall, « indicating the geometric flare angle of the glass capillary, right is

outlet cross section, and the insert shows the photograph of the glass capillary.
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Fig. 3. Energy calibration curve of the surface barrier de-

tector.
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Fig. 4. Beam profiles (a) and energy spectra (b) of the ex-
ternal microbeam at distance from the outlet of the glass
capillary as 1 mm, according to various tilt angles of the

glass capillary.
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Fig. 5. Transmission rate of the total penetration (circle)
and direct penetration (square) of the external microbeam,
according to various tilt angles of the glass capillary. Insert:
experimentally measured energy spectrum of the external
microbeam at tilt angle 0°(black), the direct penetration
part (red) and scattering part (blue) are obtained by decon-
structing the spectrum. The distance between the dashed
lines on both sides represents the geometric flare angle of

the glass capillary (0.9°).
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Fig. 6. Simulation of 2.5 MeV protons in the glass capillary: (a) Scattering angle distribution at an incidence angle of 0.4°, the most

probability exit angle is 0.7°; (b) the most probable exit angle at different 3 angles; (c) scattering probability of protons at different

B angles; (d) the least exit probability at different distances in the glass capillary towards the outlet.
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Fig. 7. (a) Schematic drawing of the external microbeam emission at the end of a glass capillary; (b) the experimentally measured

energy spectrum at title angle of 0°, the red and blue lines in panel (a) represent the diret penetration and scattering part, respect-

ively; the black line and the gray filled part represent the total energy spectrum and the direct penetration spectrum, respectively;

(c) when the tilt angle is 1.2°, the directly penetrating ions disappear; (d) the directly penetrating part of the energy spectrum dis-

appears, correspondingly.
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Fig. 8. (a) Spot profiles of the external microbeam at differ-
ent distances from the outlet of the glass capillary at tilt
angle of 0°. Red and blue dashed lines represent the beam
spot profiles formed by directly penetrating ions and scat-
tering ions on the detector, respectively. (b) Theoretical

schematic panel (a) of the beam spot size formed by direct

penetration of ions (red) and scattered ions (blue) at an tilt
angle of 0° on the detector at a distance of 1 mm and 4 mm
from the exit of the glass capillary, respectively. The theor-
etical maximum distribution diameters of direct penetrat-
ing ions and scattered ions were calculated at angles of 1.8°
and 20°, respectively. At distances of 1 mm and 4 mm from
the exit of the glass capilarry, the spot diameters of direct
penetrating ions are 140 pm and 230 pm, while the spot

diameters of the scattered ions are 460 pm and 1.5 mm.
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Fig. 9. Schematic drawing of primary (blue) and secondary
(green) scattering of ions at the most probability exit angle
on the inner wall of the glass capillary, the red line repres-
enting direct penetration of ions. The focal points of
primary and secondary scattering ions are located approx-
imately 3 mm and 1 mm away from the glass capillary out-

let, respectively.
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Abstract

Traditionally, ion microbeam is produced by focusing or/and collimating to reduce the beam size to

submicron level. The traditional setup for producing the microbeam consists of an expensive focusing and

collimating system with a large space, based on electromagnetic fields. Meanwhile, the microbeam obtained

through pure collimation of metal micro-tubes is limited by the fabrication processing, i.e. the size of beam spot
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is largely limited to a few microns and its manufacture is not as simple as that of a glass capillary. Inspired by
early studies of the guiding effect, the use of inexpensive and easy-to-make glass capillaries as the tool for ion
external microbeam production has become a new direction.

In this work, we use a glass capillary with an open outlet (108 pm in diameter), which serves as a vacuum
differential and collimating component, to produce a 2.5 MeV-proton microbeam directly from the linear
accelerator into the atmosphere for measurements. We measure the beam spot diameter and energy distribution
of the microbeam as a function of the tilt angle of the capillary. We also conduct calculations and ion trajectory
analysis on the scattering process of 2.5 MeV protons on the inner walls.

The measurement results show that when the tilt angle is around 0°, there are a direct transmission part
that maintains the initial incident energy, and a scattering part with the energy loss in the microbeam. It is
found that the proportion of directly transmitted protons and the beam spot size are highest near zero tilt
angle. As the tilt angle increases, the beam spot diameter decreases; when the tilt angle is greater than the
geometric angle, all the microbeams come from the scattering with the energy loss. The simulation combined
with the ion trajectory analysis based on the scattering process can explain the experimental results. It is found
that the large angle scattering determines the entire external microbeam spot, and the central region of the
beam spot is composed of directly penetrating ions, whose size is determined by the geometric shape of the glass
capillary, i.e. the outlet diameter and aspect ratio.

The natural advantage of producing external micobeames easily and inexpensively through glass capillaries
is their relative safety and stable operation, and the last but not least point is to simply locate the microbeams
on the sample without complex diagnostic tools. The microbeams are expected to be widely used in fields such
as radiation biology, medicine, and materials.

Keywords: ions external microbeam, MeV protons, conical glass capillary

PACS: 41.85.Ja, 41.85.Lc, 41.75.Fr DOI: 10.7498/aps.73.20240301
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